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Pleone is an orchid genus of some 20 species, almost all of which are of horticultural impor- 
tance and have been introduced into cultivation. They are largely found in China, where new taxa 
were continuously described until recently. The new species described here was also collected from 
China, with a quite distinct habit. We treat it as a new memeber of the section Humiles . 

Pleione microphylla S. C. Chen et Z. H. Tsi, sp. nov. Fig.1 

Affinis P. bulbocodioidi (Franch. ) Rolfe, sed foliis multum minoribus 2 ~ 11 mm latis, 
pseudobulbis minoribus usque geniculato-curvis valde rugosis in sicco, labello longe unguiculato ba- 
sin versus, lamellis duabus integris interruptis prope medium bene differt. 

Pseudobulbi ovoideo-cylindric vel ovoideo-conici, 7 ~ 15 mm longi, 3 ~ 5 mm diametro usque 
geniculato-curvi, valde rugosi in sicco. Folium singulare, terminale, lamina anguste oblonga vel ob- 
longo-lanceolata 2 ~ 6 cm longa 2 ~ 11 mm lata acuminata, basi in petiolum gracilem 1.5 ~ 2.8 cm 
longum gradatim decrescenti. Flos singularis, albus, labello laxe flavo-lineolato, petalis interdum 
dorso e subroseo albis; bractea oblongo-lanceolata, 1.5 ~ 2.2 cm longa, 2 ~ 3 mm iata, membrana- 
cea; pedicellus cum ovario 7 ~ 8 mm longus; sepala oblongo-lanceolata, 3.3 ~ 3.6 cm longa, 6 ~ 
7 mm lata, acuminata, angustata basin versus, 7- ad 9-nervia, ea lateralia obliqua; petala oblan- 
ceolata, 3.1 ~ 3.4 cm longa, 4~ 6 mm lata, acuminata, valde angustata basin versus; labellum 
circuitu suborbiculato-rhombeum, 3 cm longum, 2.8 cm latum, basi in unguem 7 ~ 8 mm longum 
decrescens, supra medium obscure trilobum; lobis lateralibus erectus, margine leviter undulatis et 
erosis, lobo intermedio late ovato, 1.2 cm longo latoque, apice emarginato, margine eroso; lamellis 
duabus, parallelis, integris, 1.4 ~ 1.5 cm longis, interruptis prope medium; columna gracilis, 
leviter curva, 3.1 ~ 3.3 cm longa, anguste alata utrinsecus. 

An epiphytic, tufted herb. Pseudobulbs ovoid-cylindric or ovoid-conical, 7 ~ 15 mm long, 3 
~ 5 mm in diametre, usually geniculate-curved and strongly wrinkled when dried, covered by rema- 
ins of old sheaths, with a few thickened roots at base and |-leafed at apex, old pseudobulbs usually 
with an apical crown-like leaf-base, new pseudobulb arising directly from the middle of the old one. 
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Fig.l Pleione microphylla S. C. Chen et Z. H. Tsi 1. Plant; 2~3. Leaves; 4. Bract; 5. Dorsal sepal; 
6. Lateral sepal; 7. Petal; 2. Lip; 9. Column. 


Leaf nearly fully developed at flowering time, narrowly oblong or oblong-lanceolate, 2 ~ 6 cm long, 
2~11 mm wide, acuminate, gradually narrowed into a slender petiole 1.5 ~ 2.8 cm long. Inflores- 
cence erect, 1-flowered; peduncle 1.7 ~ 2 cm long; bract oblong-lanceolate, 1.5 ~2.2 cm long, 2 
~ 3 mm wide, membranous; pedicel and ovary 7 ~ 8 mm long, much shorter than the bract; flower 
white with some yellow streaks on lip, sometimes tinged with pale pink on distal surface of the pet- 
als; dosal sepal oblong-lanceolate, 3.3 ~ 3.6 cm long, 6 ~ 7 mm wide, acuminate, tapering to- 
wards the base, 7- or 9-nerved; lateral sepals similar to dorsal sepal, oblique; petals oblanceolate, 
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3.1~3.4 cm long, 4~ 6 mm wide, acuminate, strongly narrowed towards the base; lip suborbicu- 
late-rhombic in outline, 3 cm long, 2.8 cm wide, with a distinct claw 7 ~ 8 mm long basally, ob- 
scurely 3-lobed in upper part; side-lobes erect, embracing, the column, slightly undulate and erose 
on the margins; mide-lobe broadly ovate, 1.2 cm long and wide, emarginate at apex, erose-mar- 
gined, with two longitudinal lamellae running from the base onto the disk; lamellae entire, 1.4 ~ 
1.5 em long, with an interrupted space 2 mm long on the half way; column slender, slightly 
curved, 3.1~3.3 cm long, narrowly winged along both sides; wings broadened towards the apex, 
nearly entire. 

This new species can be readily distinguished by its narrow leaf 2 ~ 11 mm wide and small 
pseudobulbs which are usually geniculate-curved and strongly wrinkled when dried. Apart from these 
features, it differts from P . bulbocodioides and its allied species by having a nearly fully developed 
leaf at flowering time, a long-clawed lip on which there are two entire lamellae running from the 
middle of the disk onto the mid-lobe with an interrupted space 2 mm long on the half way. 

China. Guangdong( J” #&) : Zengcheng( 344) , Luofushan( 37 7# UI), 1936-04-25, F. P. 
Metcalf 18230( holotype, AMES) . 
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